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September 11, 2003

For Immediate Release:
BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO CONSIDER PHASE ONE OF COMPUTER NETWORK SYSTEM UPGRADE
CHARLESTON - If trustees vote as expected Monday, Eastern Illinois University's computer
network system will begin receiving a much-needed upgrade this academic year.
The meeting will begin at 9:30a.m. in the Grand Ballroom of Eastern's University Union. The
public is invited to attend.
The university's board of trustees will consider a $416,500 contract with Anderson Electric of
Mattoon, which includes all labor and material costs for the installation of new single-mode fiber optic
cable to 31 buildings on Eastern's campus. The project, which will see fiber optic backbone cabling
installed in existing steam tunnels and conduits connecting the buildings, represents the first phase of an
overall network infrastructure upgrade.
The design and construction of phase two (cabling of individual buildings) and phase three
(installation of network electronics) will proceed concurrently with the installation of the new fiber optic
cable.
The entire three-phase project, planned and designed by Teng & Associates, a Chicago-based
architectural firm, is expected to be completed within the next 12 months.
Earlier this year, the board approved a student fee increase of $48 per semester to provide the
necessary funding for the upgraded infrastructure. That decision was made, in part, on the
recommendation of Eastern's student government.
Upon completion of the three-phase project, Eastern will possess a voice, video and data
infrastructure that will allow for faster and more reliable service to students and staff alike. In addition, the
university system will allow for new technology (i.e., wireless transmission, broadband, security and
building automation) that is expected to be developed within the next 10 years.
The BOT also will consider a contract renewal and wage agreement with Plumbers and Pipefitters
Local149, which represents approximately 21 EJU employees. Union members ratified a tentative threeyear labor agreement (effective June 1, 2003, through May 31, 2006) on Aug. 27, which includes wage
provisions and minor economic language changes.
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PHASE ONE

Under the terms of the agreement, bargaining unit members would receive the wage rate certified
by the Illinois Department of Labor for journeymen plumbers and pipefitters in Coles County, while the rate
for a sub-foreman would be $2 per hour above the journeyman rate.
The parties also agreed to a shift premium of 75 cents per hour.
Agenda items for Monday's meeting also include reports from William Hine, dean of the School of
Continuing Education, regarding that school, and from David Onestak, director of the Counseling Center,
and Eric Davidson, assistant director for Health Education and Promotion, Health Services, regarding the
university's substance abuse prevention efforts.
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